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Michigan NCRC Foundation Milestones 

The Michigan Merit Exam was launched in 2007 with 
two WorkKeys assessments, Reading for Information 
and Applied Math. In 2009 the test was modified to 
add the third assessment, Locating Information. 
 
The Council for Labor and Economic Growth (CLEG), 
Michigan’s State Workforce Board, unanimously 
approved the Michigan NCRC proposal from the 
CLEG committees that were tasked to research and 
recommend a certificate for Michigan. 
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 In 2009, the Michigan Department of Energy, 
Labor, and Economic Growth made the Michigan 
National Career Readiness Certificate (MI NCRC) 
and the three WorkKeys assessments upon which 
it is based, the certificate and required worker 
skills assessments, for Michigan’s workforce 
system. 
 
In addition, in 2009 the Michigan Department of 
Energy, Labor, and Economic Growth provided 
funding to pilot the Energy Conservation 
Apprenticeship Readiness (ECAR) Program that 
utilized the NCRC as a cornerstone to prepare 
individuals for apprenticeship training. 
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The Michigan NCRC is positioned as part of the 
Governor’s No Worker Left Behind (NWLB) 
program, Michigan’s signature workforce 
development program. 
 
The Michigan Department of Corrections, Office of 
Employment Readiness, incorporated the NCRC 
into the Academic and Career Technical offerings. 
 
Michigan was the first state to align its workforce 
development system with its education system by 
using the same outcome assessments. 
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Examples of Local Efforts  

Presentations at: 
• Saginaw County Business & Education Partnership &             
at regional partnership meeting 
• Great Lakes Bay Regional Summer Institute 
• Semi-annual county-wide school board meeting 
• Valley Society of Human Resource Managers 
• Saginaw County Chamber of Commerce PERC 
• Boards and service clubs 
• Individual employers     
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Michigan Status 
WE Need  

Work Ready Communities 
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www.ncrcadvocates.org 


